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ERHEAD BUILDING

5t mysterious tower block, with a
shaped top that used to house a
| then the sadly missed Top

RAS YOU CAN GO

RODOWE (National Museum) is
for two reasons: its imposing
“hitecture and the spellbinding
xcavations from Faras in Egypt.
h archaeologists discovered an
served ancient city of Pachoras.
autiful early Christian frescoes,
ysterious St. Anne, and a model
"he collection of Polish 19th and
irt is also notable. Militarists will
 army museum next door. Open:
9, closed: Mon, tickets: 17/10,
lay — excluding temporary
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st hated places in the country
rears. Opened in 1951, officially
’ARTII (House of the Party) it was
d to as the White House.

“the fall of communism it was

an arch-capitalist institution —
ange.
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bars: Szparka, Szpulka, Szpilka.
t two and head straight to

pen 23 hours a day (break

, for coffee, lunch, drinks or a bit
\wPasiajiey ofyjhe house:

nus served 23 hours a day.
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aintings by one of the hippest
Polish painters — Marcin
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le Polish classics (duck, goose)
salads, all at affordable prices.

atja, 22, student from
Belgium:
y Polish paradise: To visit Rudolf,

he big cat in the bookshop Bagatela
on Plac Unii Lubelskiej).
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Try to imagine what Warsaw would look like

if the 1950s Stalinist regime had enough time
and money to fulfil their plans. The MDM
housing district, opened in 1952, served as a
model for future development. Admire
grandiose housing blocks, dubbed 'palaces for
workers', larger-than-life and genuinely scary
statues of the working class, the "Four
Seasons of Socialist Poland" mosaic
decorations in the arcades along the main
square (PLAC KONSTYTUCJI), and the 1960s
neon sign with a volleyball player on the
corner of ul. Koszykowa, restored in 2005.

& FinNisH HousEs

Hidden behind the sleek German and French
embassies you will find a bit of Scandinavian
countryside right in the middle of the city. It is
a colony of ca. 30 wooden houses built along
Jazdow street in 1945 as temporary dwellings
for construction workers rebuilding the ruined
city. They came from Finland via Soviet Union,
were supposed to last for 5 years but
somehow stayed, making for a beautiful and
calm place to escape to on a hot summer day.

WARSAW'S NIKE

You may wonder why we’re advising you to visit
a Nike shop, but this one is different.
WARSZAWSKA NIKE sells only vintage and
collector’s pieces displayed against a
custom-made wallpaper composed of
black-and-white photos of swinging sixties
Warsaw. The glass chandelier was bought

from a bankrupt communist restaurant

nearby. Open Mon-Fri 13-20, Sat 12-17, closed
Sun.

COMME AS YOU ARE

Not exactly affordable, but worth seeing —
Warsaw's addition to the GUERRILLA STORE
chain of the Japanese fashion house Comme
des Garcons. Copying guerrilla tactics, the
stores appear at one location only for 12

D It_ d the\?lq E??RW Warsaw's second

erri }?n the site of a

un -down gro ery store and the expensive
frocks are displayed against stacks and stacks
of vintage furniture.

Daniel, 25, student
from Sweden:

A proper electronic evening starts at
Pewex (Pawilony), then grab a
“Zapiekanka z dodatkami" at the
Central Train Station and continue
your evening in Club 55 in the Palace
of Culture and Science with some
excellent minimal music. If you are
still not satisfied, continue your night
and day in Luzztro or Tomba Tomba.
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93 THE PLACETO B

Established in 2007, PLAN B seems to be the
Plan B for the regulars of the perennially hip
Coffee Karma across the square (no. 94).
Dark, filled with smoke and a bit claustropho-
bic, it hosts interesting indie bands, djs and
offers. Check out the graffiti above the stairs.
In the summer parties spill outside and this is
the best part of the Plan Be experience.
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@) KARMA COFFEE

Karma is a leisurely cafe located in one of the
most beautiful squares in Warsaw. Popular

with young people and actors from
QHLIJKERXULQJ WKHDWUHV :V
5R]IPDLWRyYFL 5HFRPPHQGHG
with honey and cinnamon), fruit cocktails

(Pinky or Karmasutra), plus wine, sandwiches
and cakes. In the warmer months try to grab a
table outside, with the view to the Saviour's
Church. Open Mon-Fri 7:30-22, Sat-Sun 10-22.

@ coNTEMPORARY ART IN

A BAROQUE CASTLE

Art lovers cannot miss the Center of
Contemporary Art (CSW). In the baroque
Ujazdowski Castle (Zamek Ujazdowski) you

will find shows of international and Polish

artists, a decent permanent collection, a
bookshop, the Kino.Lab arthouse cinema, a

cosy café and the artsy yet pricey (main
FRXUVHV 1Z 4FKQLD $UW!'
restaurant with stunning views over the park.

If you can'’t be bothered to go in, at least check
out the stone benches in the alley leading to

the main entrance — adorned by the American
artist Jenny Holzer. Open Tue-Sun 11-19, Fri
WLO FORVHG ORQ WLFNHWYV

96 RIOT GIRL CLUB

UFA is the feminine UFO, say the women who
founded UFA, Warsaw's first feminist/queer

club and cultural centre. You will find it in an
ROG SULQWLQJ KRXVH LQ 0DU
opposite the cult TR theatre.

97 COOL BARIN OLD
MOKOTOW DISTRICT

Mokotéw is considered one of the best areas
to live but it's hardly a bedroom community.

It has several cinemas and a handful of cool
bars. The smoky REGENERACJA is the local
party central with a dancefloor in the
basement. Parties are usually free or there's
D VPDOO IHH RI ]Z
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Agnieszka, 26, art
director:
Not much is going on in clubs

@ sHopPING FOR cHOPIN

The famous romantic composer Fryderyk
Chopin, raised in Warsaw, is one of Poland’s
biggest prides and exports. You can take home
a box of delicious Chopin chocolates or a
bottle of Chopin vodka, both available in every
respectable supermarket. The best way to
experience his music is to attend a (free!)
OPEN-AIR PIANO CONCERT AT THE CHOPIN
MONUMENT, May to August, every Sunday at
12-16.
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Founded in 18th century on the site of a
bathhouse (hence the name) it is easy to laugh
off as a tired tourist attraction but hard to

resist. A long lake, several palaces, a fake ruin
of an amphitheatre, two greenhouses plus a
flock of peacocks strolling around all add to its
charm. In summer you can even take a ride on
WKH ODNH LQ D JRQGROD t RQ
Avoid the overpriced cafes. The park

is crowded on weekends, nice and quiet on
weekdays, open daily from dawn til dusk.

100 KINOMOST SUMMER
CINEMA

*XHUULOOD FLQHPD UXQ E\ -D
of the river Vistula lovers. Films are screened

on an old parachute stretched between the
SLOODUV RI WKH €D]JLHQNRZVN
of independent movies, old propaganda and
educational films start every Friday at sunset,

from May to September. No tickets, but better
come with your own chair, blanket or a thick
magazine to sit on.

THE RESTAURANT STREET

Francuska (the French street) is the main
VWUHHW RI WKH 6DVND .ASD P
neighbourhood. Out of many restaurants and
cafes, the creperie Rue de Paris offers the

best value-for-money and — a rarity here — it
doesn't clear away the tables outside for

winter. Also note worthy — Turkish restaurant

Efes on the corner of Francuska and
=Z\FLA]F1Z VRPH VD\ WKH EHV
Warsaw.

@ cAsT coasT vs. wesT
COAST

You don't want to dip into the water but you
may enjoy the sun and the views. Choose
between the wild beach on the West bank and
a slightly more civilized one on the East bank,
offering a view of the Old Town (see other side
of the map).

Mariusz, 24, engineer:

The city is full of tower blocks. Many
people hate them but | think they are
our local speciality.

on

weeknights, but brace yourself for

the weekend!





