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Try to make sense out of the schedule published in the monthly 
guide 'Aktivist' (only in Polish, free, available in dozens of bars, 
clubs and cafes). 

For exhibitions: try to spot the quarterly bilingual 'What’s On In 
Warsaw’s Galleries', available in most art places, some cafes/bars 
and tourist information points. Tickets to concerts, theatre 
performances and major club events can be bought at the 
Bileteria counters in Empik megastores (Rondo de Gaulle’a – near 
no. 83) and in the Traffic megastore (no. 79).
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�2�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���V�L�G�H���R�I���3�O�D�F���7�U�]�H�F�K���.�U�]�\�š�\���\�R�X��
will find three bars: Szparka, Szpulka, Szpilka. 
Avoid the first two and head straight to 
SZPILKA – open 23 hours a day (break 
between 6-7), for coffee, lunch, drinks or a bit 
of everything. Speciality of the house: 
breakfast menus served 23 hours a day.

87 23-HOUR PARTY PEOPLE

�<�R�X���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Z�R�Q�p�W���D�Y�R�L�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���=�€�2�7�(��
TARASY SHOPPING CENTRE. Some say it’s the 
definition of bad taste, some think it’s a 
wonder of architecture, we diplomatically say 
that the glass roof is spectacular. It is also 
home to two important concert venues: 
AKWARIUM JAZZ CLUB and HARD ROCK 
CAFE. Surprisingly, HRC offers a very good 
concert programme – from veteran Polish 
punk rock bands to the hippest international 
artists. Entrance to both places from the patio 
on the Central Train Station side.

63 ROCK AROUND THE
SHOPPING CENTREWARSAW RISING MUSEUM is the most 

popular in the city. It tells the tragic story of 
Warsaw and its citizens in World War II, 
focusing on the 1944 uprising against 
Germans. Check out the murals in the 
memorial garden painted by modern Polish 
artists. Allow about 2 hours to see everything. 
Entrance from ul. Przyokopowa, open: Mon, 
Wed, Fri 8-18, Thu 8-20, Sat-Sun 10-18, closed 
�7�X�H�����W�L�F�N�H�W�V�������������]�Ž��

57 WARSAW SAW WAR

If you're visiting Warsaw for communist 
�Q�R�V�W�D�O�J�L�D�����W�K�H�Q���Y�L�V�L�W���8���*�5�$�Š�<�1�.�,�����,�W�
�V���D�Q��
old-school bar with plain food, cheap alcohol, 
middle-aged service and net curtains in the 
windows. Open Mon-Sat: 10-22.

72 COMMUNIST STYLE BAR 

You may wonder why we’re advising you to visit 
a Nike shop, but this one is different. 
WARSZAWSKA NIKE sells only vintage and 
collector’s pieces displayed against a 
custom-made wallpaper composed of 
black-and-white photos of swinging sixties 
Warsaw. The glass chandelier was bought 
from a bankrupt communist restaurant 
nearby. Open Mon-Fri 13-20, Sat 12-17, closed 
Sun.

91 WARSAW'S NIKE

Mokotów is considered one of the best areas 
to live but it's hardly a bedroom community. 
It has several cinemas and a handful of cool 
bars. The smoky REGENERACJA is the local 
party central with a dancefloor in the 
basement. Parties are usually free or there's 
�D���V�P�D�O�O���I�H�H���R�I�������]�Ž��

97 COOL BAR IN OLD
MOKOTÓW DISTRICT

Not exactly affordable, but worth seeing – 
Warsaw's addition to the GUERRILLA STORE 
chain of the Japanese fashion house Comme 
des Garcons. Copying guerrilla tactics, the 
stores appear at one location only for 12 
months and then disappear. Warsaw's second 
Guerrilla Store appeared on the site of a 
run-down grocery store and the expensive 
frocks are displayed against stacks and stacks 
of vintage furniture.

92 COMME AS YOU ARE

Established in 2007, PLAN B seems to be the 
Plan B for the regulars of the perennially hip 
Coffee Karma across the square (no. 94). 
Dark, filled with smoke and a bit claustropho-
bic, it hosts interesting indie bands, djs and 
offers. Check out the graffiti above the stairs. 
In the summer parties spill outside and this is 
the best part of the Plan Be experience. 
�6�L�P�S�O�H���P�H�Q�X���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�V���R�I���F�R�I�I�H�H�����I�U�R�P�������]�Ž������
�E�H�H�U�����I�U�R�P�������]�Ž�����D�Q�G���W�R�D�V�W���������]�Ž����

93 THE PLACE TO B

Karma is a leisurely cafe located in one of the 
most beautiful squares in Warsaw. Popular 
with young people and actors from
�Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�D�W�U�H�V�����:�V�S�Î�Ž�F�]�H�V�Q�\���D�Q�G��
�5�R�]�P�D�L�W�R�y�F�L�����5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G�����(�O�H�F�W�U�D�����O�D�W�W�H��
with honey and cinnamon), fruit cocktails 
(Pinky or Karmasutra), plus wine, sandwiches 
and cakes. In the warmer months try to grab a 
table outside, with the view to the Saviour's 
Church. Open Mon-Fri 7:30-22, Sat-Sun 10-22.

94 KARMA COFFEE 

From April to October you can relax in the 
KOLONIA CAFE set up in a tiny house by two 
young mothers for other locals who visit Park 
Wielkopolski across the street.

59 KOLONIA CAFE

UFA is the feminine UFO, say the women who 
founded UFA, Warsaw's first feminist/queer 
club and cultural centre. You will find it in an 
�R�O�G���S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���K�R�X�V�H���L�Q���0�D�U�V�]�D�Ž�N�R�Z�V�N�D������������
opposite the cult TR theatre.

96 RIOT GIRL CLUB

The famous romantic composer Fryderyk 
Chopin, raised in Warsaw, is one of Poland’s 
biggest prides and exports. You can take home 
a box of delicious Chopin chocolates or a 
bottle of Chopin vodka, both available in every 
respectable supermarket. The best way to 
experience his music is to attend a (free!) 
OPEN-AIR PIANO CONCERT AT THE CHOPIN 
MONUMENT, May to August, every Sunday at 
12-16.

98 SHOPPING FOR CHOPIN 

POLE MOKOTOWSKIE is a huge green area on 
the site of Warsaw's first airport. Popular 
among roller skaters and beer lovers alike. On 
a warm day you can do a bit of bar hopping 
between the cheap pubs like MERLIN or 
LOLEK scattered around the park. Very 
crowded on summer weekends. If you get 
hungry, go for a grilled sausage or visit the 
super cheap CAFETERIA IN THE NATIONAL 
LIBRARY (huge building, impossible to miss).

60 BAR HOPPING IN A PARK
Art lovers cannot miss the Center of 
Contemporary Art (CSW). In the baroque 
Ujazdowski Castle (Zamek Ujazdowski) you 
will find shows of international and Polish 
artists, a decent permanent collection, a 
bookshop, the Kino.Lab arthouse cinema, a 
cosy café and the artsy yet pricey (main 
�F�R�X�U�V�H�V�����������������]�Ž�����4�F�K�Q�L�D���$�U�W�\�V�W�\�F�]�Q�D��
restaurant with stunning views over the park. 
If you can’t be bothered to go in, at least check 
out the stone benches in the alley leading to 
the main entrance – adorned by the American 
artist Jenny Holzer. Open Tue-Sun 11-19, Fri 
�W�L�O�����������F�O�R�V�H�G���0�R�Q�����W�L�F�N�H�W�V���������������]�Ž�����7�K�X���I�U�H�H��

95 CONTEMPORARY ART IN
A BAROQUE CASTLE

Charming neighbourhood cafe in the leafy 
Ochota district run by locals in a former 
laundry shop. Strictly non-smoking. Open daily 
8-20, Sat 10-20, Sun 10-18.

58 FILTRY CAFE 

If you’re into rustic style, want to get in touch 
with your inner hippie or just buy something 
nice and Polish for your grandmother, go for 
wicker (wiklina). Skip the overpriced Cepelia 
folk handicraft shops and head to the tiny 
kiosk in Aleje Jerozolimskie, just next to the 
�k�U�Î�G�P�L�H�y�F�L�H���W�U�D�L�Q���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�U�L�P�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��
everything wicker. Hey, we even made an 
EXPO pavilion out of it!

73 WICKED WICKER 

After over 100 years in service the funny 
machine called FOTOPLASTIKON still 
entertains. Take a trip back in time and see 
vintage slides from exotic trips and fin-de-
siecle Warsaw. Go through the gate of the old 
house in Aleje Jerozolimskie 51. Open Mon-Fri 
���������������6�D�W�����������������W�L�F�N�H�W�V���������]�Ž��

74 TIME MACHINE

Adorned with paintings by one of the hippest 
contemporary Polish painters – Marcin 
�0�D�F�L�H�M�R�Z�V�N�L�����3�5�=�(�*�5�<�n�����o�K�D�Y�H���D���E�L�W�H�p�����V�H�U�Y�H�V��
�W�K�H���E�H�V�W���S�L�H�U�R�J�L���L�Q���W�R�Z�Q�����������]�Ž�������D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��
other unbeatable Polish classics (duck, goose) 
plus pasta and salads, all at affordable prices.

88 ART BITE

CYKLOZA – a bar and meeting spot for all 
bicycle enthusiasts.

75 BIKER'S BAR

�*�X�H�U�U�L�O�O�D���F�L�Q�H�P�D���U�X�Q���E�\���-�D���:�L�V�Ž�D�����D���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q��
of the river Vistula lovers. Films are screened 
on an old parachute stretched between the 
�S�L�O�O�D�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���€�D�]�L�H�Q�N�R�Z�V�N�L���%�U�L�G�J�H�����6�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J�V��
of independent movies, old propaganda and 
educational films start every Friday at sunset, 
from May to September. No tickets, but better 
come with your own chair, blanket or a thick 
magazine to sit on.

100 KINOMOST SUMMER
CINEMA 

MASALA – decent Indian food in the daytime, 
indie watering hole in the evening. Food 
served til 9 p.m.

76 INDIAN FOOD +
ALTERNATIVE CLUB

When opened in 1989, the 140-metre 
MARRIOTT HOTEL instantly became a shrine 
to capitalist economy. Indulge in pure hotelier 
kitsch – hectares of plush carpeting and 
dozens of crystal chandeliers – for at least 490 
�]�Ž���S�H�U���Q�L�J�K�W�����2�U���W�D�N�H���D���O�L�I�W���W�R���W�K�H�������W�K���I�O�R�R�U���W�R��
the PANORAMA BAR. It’s actually located 
higher than the famous observation deck in 
the Palace of Culture (no. 68). And weather-
proof. You can enjoy a night view of the city and 
�D���������]�Ž���E�H�H�U�����R�S�H�Q�����G�D�L�O�\��������������

64 VIEW FROM 40 TH FLOOR
OF MARRIOTT HOTEL

CAFE KULTURA is crowded with yuppies at 
lunchtime, quiet in the evening, offering nice 
�V�D�O�D�G�V���D�Q�G���S�D�V�W�D���X�Q�G�H�U���������]�Ž�����S�O�X�V���F�R�I�I�H�H�����E�H�H�U��
and all the usual fare. Probably the only place 
in Warsaw selling cigarettes a piece, which is 
generally illegal in Poland. They get away with 
it by selling matches and giving the cigarette 
as a 'bonus'. Warning – closed on weekends!

61 CULTURAL LUNCH 

Warsaw's most mysterious tower block, with a 
hammerhead-shaped top that used to house a 
restaurant and then the sadly missed Top 
Floor club.

84 HAMMERHEAD BUILDING

No building, no collection, but lots of love for 
art – that pretty much sums up Warsaw’s new 
museum. Their temporary space is one of the 
coolest in town – in a 1960s furniture shop on 
the ground floor of a concrete housing block 
dwarved by nearby skyscrapers, adorned by a 
neon sign reading simply MUZEUM.

65 TEMPORARY MUSEUM
OF MODERN ART

One of the weirdest looking buildings in the 
city – the 190-metre tall INTERCONTINENTAL 
HOTEL has a huge hole on its lower floors to 
allow daylight into neighbouring buildings. If 
you shell out €200 for a room you can also 
enjoy a spectacular view of the city from the 
top floor swimming pool.

66 TOWER WITH A HOLE
IN THE MIDDLE

The huge, grey, whale-like object in front of 
the Palace of Culture is a temporary structure 
that envelops a shabby market called KDT. It is 
soon to make room for a new Museum of 
Modern Art designed by the Swiss architect 
Christian Kerez. Ironically, when his 
minimalist design was first unveiled, it was 
unjustly likened to a... supermarket.

71 FROM MARKET 
TO MUSEUM

PAWILONY – a cluster of shabby pavilions in 
�W�K�H���E�D�F�N���R�I���W�K�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�\���1�R�Z�\���k�Z�L�D�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
ultra posh Foksal street turns into the heart of 
young Warsaw in the warmer months, when 
the people from a dozen or so claustrophobic 
bars spill onto surrounding pavements. 
PEWEX is the oldest and perhaps still the best 
bar with a funky décor. All places are pretty 
�F�K�H�D�S�������������]�Ž���I�R�U���D���E�H�H�U����

82 CHEAP AND CHIC BARS

Francuska (the French street) is the main 
�V�W�U�H�H�W���R�I���W�K�H���6�D�V�N�D���.�Å�S�D���P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�V�W��
neighbourhood. Out of many restaurants and 
cafes, the creperie Rue de Paris offers the 
best value-for-money and – a rarity here – it 
doesn't clear away the tables outside for 
winter. Also note worthy – Turkish restaurant 
Efes on the corner of Francuska and 
�=�Z�\�F�L�Å�]�F�Î�Z�����V�R�P�H���V�D�\���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���N�H�E�D�E���L�Q��
Warsaw.

101 THE RESTAURANT STREET 

TRAFFIC is an art nouveau department store 
turned into a multimedia megastore. Admire 
the stained glass inside depicting the history 
of fashion. Excellent meeting point when 
you’re not decided where to go next – sip 
coffee and leaf through international 
magazines in weatherproof conditions.
Open Mon-Sat 10-22, Sun 10-19.

79 FOUR STOREYS OF BOOKS,
FILMS, MUSIC AND GAMES

�$�Q���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���W�L�G�\���1�R�Z�\���k�Z�L�D�W���V�W�U�H�H�W����
this bar is a cheap and messy dive populated 
by middle-aged alcoholics, arty types and 
students who come round for a shot of vodka. 
Or two. Or more.

81 AMATORSKA CAFE

Frequented by taxi drivers, policemen, 
prostitutes and people who missed their night 
bus, the BAR BUS is, well, a bar in a bus, open 
only at night. You will not be able to get the 
kitchen smells off your coat for days, but the 
'Canadian-style sausages' (parówki po 
kanadyjsku) and the tea will do wonders to 
your alcohol drenched stomach. Look for a 
(formerly) white bus across the street from
the Intercontinental tower.

67 NIGHT BAR BUS

Glamorous Stalinist interiors and music – the 
Palace of Culture has two good clubs in its 
bowels. CAFE KULTURALNA (entrance from 
�X�O�����0�D�U�V�]�D�Ž�N�R�Z�V�N�D�����O�R�R�N���I�R�U���K�X�J�H���U�H�G���D�U�U�R�Z�V����
in a theatre foyer, is a cafe in the daytime, 
packed with young people on Friday and 
Saturday nights, famous for its decadent Vinyl 
Voyage night, as well as concerts, poetry 
readings etc. CLUB 55 (entrance from
ul. Emilii Plater, opposite the Intercontinental, 
through the huge gate) is a regular club in
a former ballroom, best known for the eclectic 
Sorry, Ghettoblaster night.

70 STORM THE PALACE

PUNKT club in the maze-like, century-old 
cellar of the Architecture School is not a 
studenty hang-out that you could expect but a 
place for die-hard fans of hip-hop, reggae or 
ragga.

77 OLD SCHOOL PARTY 

Try to imagine what Warsaw would look like
if the 1950s Stalinist regime had enough time 
and money to fulfil their plans. The MDM 
housing district, opened in 1952, served as a 
model for future development. Admire 
grandiose housing blocks, dubbed 'palaces for 
workers', larger-than-life and genuinely scary 
statues of the working class, the "Four 
Seasons of Socialist Poland" mosaic 
decorations in the arcades along the main 
square (PLAC KONSTYTUCJI), and the 1960s 
neon sign with a volleyball player on the 
corner of ul. Koszykowa, restored in 2005.

89 STALINIST CITY 

Stock up on beautifully packaged pralines or 
have a cup of hot chocolate in the elegant 
old-fashioned E. WEDEL FLAGSHIP STORE
(ul. Szpitalna 8). Ptasie Mleczko pralines, 
invented by Wedel in the 1930s, are something 
you’ll want to take home.

78 CHOCAHOLIC CENTRAL

Hidden behind the sleek German and French 
embassies you will find a bit of Scandinavian 
countryside right in the middle of the city. It is 
a colony of ca. 30 wooden houses built along 
Jazdów street in 1945 as temporary dwellings 
for construction workers rebuilding the ruined 
city. They came from Finland via Soviet Union, 
were supposed to last for 5 years but 
somehow stayed, making for a beautiful and 
calm place to escape to on a hot summer day.

90 FINNISH HOUSES 

Marvel at the delightfully old-school museum 
of technology (MUZEUM TECHNIKI). Main 
attractions include a planetarium and the 
�o�J�O�D�V�V���P�D�L�G�H�Q�p�����V�]�N�O�D�Q�D���S�D�Q�L�H�Q�N�D�����t���J�O�D�V�V��
model of a human body constructed by East 
German engineers (Palace of Culture and 
Science, entrance from Aleje Jerozolimskie, 
open: Tue-Fri 9-17, Sat-Sun 10-17, closed 
�0�R�Q�G�D�\�V�����W�L�F�N�H�W�V�������������]�Ž�����H�[�W�U�D���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
maiden and the planetarium).

69 GEEKY TECHNOLOGY
MUSEUM

�3�$�€�$�&���.�8�/�7�8�5�<���,���1�$�8�.�, (Palace of Culture 
and Science), built by Polish and Russian 
architects in the 1950s, is a cousin to 
Moscow’s famous „seven daugthers of Stalin” 
skyscrapers. For decades regarded as a 
symbol of Russian domination it is still equally 
loved and loathed. Icon of the city and an 
infallible orientation point. Seeing the 
panorama from observation deck at the 30th 
floor is a must and helps making sense of the 
city. Admire monstrous sculptures on the 
facades and check the time on the millennium 
clock. In winter enjoy the ice skating rink by 
the northern entrance, which in summer turns 
into a basketball court. Observation deck open 
daily September 16-May 31: 9-18, 1 July-15 
�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����������������W�L�F�N�H�W�V�����������������]�Ž�����(�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H��
�I�U�R�P���X�O�����0�D�U�V�]�D�Ž�N�R�Z�V�N�D���V�L�G�H�����D�V�N���D�W���W�K�H��
reception for further directions.

68 STALIN’S WEDDING CAKE
Palace of Culture and
Science 

No longer the secret hipster central it was in 
�W�K�H���Q�L�Q�H�W�L�H�V�����0�,�¥�'�=�<���1�$�0�,���V�W�L�O�O���U�H�W�D�L�Q�V���W�K�H��
reputation of an elite fashionista/celebrity/gay 
�S�O�D�F�H�����3�H�U�K�D�S�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���o�P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�Q�O�\�p��
sign still hanging at the door. In fact it is a 
casual place for lunch (great home-style lunch 
�P�H�Q�X�V�����X�Q�G�H�U���������]�Ž���I�R�U���P�D�L�Q���F�R�X�U�V�H�������F�R�I�I�H�H��
���������������R�U���E�H�H�U�������������6�K�H�O�O���R�X�W���������]�Ž���I�R�U���W�K�H��
beautiful in-house magazine with little text 
and lots of great photography. Open 10-23, 
Fri-Sat til midnight.

80 HIP LUNCH PLACE

It looks like a joke but in fact it’s a work of 
artist Joanna Rajkowska meant to remind 
passers-by of the void left by the absence of 
the Jewish community in Warsaw, named 
“Greetings from the Jerusalem Avenue”. 
Erected as a temporary installation on a traffic 
island in 2003 it became something of a 
landmark and stayed for good.

83 FAKE PALM TREE

MUZEUM NARODOWE (National Museum) is 
worth visiting for two reasons: its imposing 
quasi-Nazi architecture and the spellbinding 
collection of excavations from Faras in Egypt. 
In 1960s Polish archaeologists discovered an 
excellently preserved ancient city of Pachoras. 
Admire the beautiful early Christian frescoes, 
such as the mysterious St. Anne, and a model 
of a basilica. The collection of Polish 19th and 
20th century art is also notable. Militarists will 
appreciate the army museum next door. Open: 
Tue-Sun 10-19, closed: Mon, tickets: 17/10, 
free on Saturday – excluding temporary 
exhibitions.

85 AS FARAS YOU CAN GO

One of the most hated places in the country 
for almost 40 years. Opened in 1951, officially 
named DOM PARTII (House of the Party) it was 
jokingly referred to as the White House. 
Ironically, after the fall of communism it was 
taken over by an arch-capitalist institution – 
the stock exchange.

86 COMMUNIST PARTY HQ

Not much is left of the Jewish ghetto walls but 
you can see a bit in the courtyards of houses at 
�X�O�����=�Ž�R�W�D���������D�Q�G���X�O�����6�L�H�Q�Q�D�����������7�Z�R���E�U�L�F�N�V���Z�H�U�H��
taken out of the wall in Sienna to the 
Holocaust Museum in Washington DC, one 
�I�U�R�P���=�Ž�R�W�D���L�V���Q�R�Z���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���<�D�G���9�D�V�K�H�P��
Institute in Jerusalem, and one in Houston, 
Texas.

62 GHETTO WALLS
You don't want to dip into the water but you 
may enjoy the sun and the views. Choose 
between the wild beach on the West bank and 
a slightly more civilized one on the East bank, 
offering a view of the Old Town (see other side 
of the map).

102 103 EAST COAST VS. WEST
COAST

Founded in 18th century on the site of a 
bathhouse (hence the name) it is easy to laugh 
off as a tired tourist attraction but hard to 
resist. A long lake, several palaces, a fake ruin 
of an amphitheatre, two greenhouses plus a 
flock of peacocks strolling around all add to its 
charm. In summer you can even take a ride on 
�W�K�H���O�D�N�H���L�Q���D���J�R�Q�G�R�O�D���t���R�Q�O�\�������]�Ž���S�H�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q����
Avoid the overpriced cafes. The park
is crowded on weekends, nice and quiet on 
weekdays, open daily from dawn til dusk.
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Katja, 22, student from 
Belgium:
My Polish paradise: To visit Rudolf, 
the big cat in the bookshop Bagatela 
(on Plac Unii Lubelskiej).

�C�R�W�R�������#�)�����Z�]�]�f�d�e�c�R�e�`�c�+

I love cycling along the river and a 
hearty plate of pierogi.

Mariusz, 24, engineer:

The city is full of tower blocks. Many 
people hate them but I think they are 
our local speciality.

Anna, 27 from
Switzerland:
Check the wild and untouched Vistula 
river beaches out for a nice picnic! 
But please, don’t even think
to swim in this river.

Robert, 22, student 
from Spain:
I highly recommend going for a stroll 
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���€�D�]�L�H�Q�N�L���3�D�U�N�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���L�Q��
spring. Get yourself an ice cream, sit 
back and enjoy.

Daniel, 25, student 
from Sweden:
A proper electronic evening starts at 
Pewex (Pawilony), then grab a 
“Zapiekanka z dodatkami" at the 
Central Train Station and continue 
your evening in Club 55 in the Palace 
of Culture and Science with some 
excellent minimal music. If you are 
still not satisfied, continue your night 
and day in Luzztro or Tomba Tomba.

Kasia, 26, philosopher:

Check out the view from the green 
roof of the University Library.

Agnieszka, 26, art 
director:
Not much is going on in clubs on 
weeknights, but brace yourself for 
the weekend!

FOUR 
SEASONS

OFW
ARSAW

SIGHTSEEING

FOOD

BAR

SHOP

GOING OUT

HOSTEL

TRAM

METRO

TOURIST
INFO

June and July are the hottest months of the year. In the 
beginning of July EVERYBODY goes on holiday, and those who
have to work use every opportunity to get out for weekends. 
The Polish Army Day (August 15th) is the peak of the holiday 
season. Weather stays brilliant for most of the summer so it’s 
a great time if you want to walk or cycle and explore a lot or 
just enjoy the parks. Enjoy the riverfront! There's plenty to do 
in the warmer months: cycling, walking, picnics, wild 
beaches. Swimming is not advised, but you can take 
advantage of our modest fleet and see the city from the other 
side. Every day you can cross the river on a ferry connecting 
the Old Town and the Zoo (free!, weekdays: 1.45 - 9 p.m., 
weekends 10.30 a.m. - 9 p.m.). On Saturday take a 'water 
tram' along the left bank. If you can spare a whole day, you 
can take a trip down the river to a little town called Serock 
�D�Q�G���E�D�F�N�����U�R�X�Q�G�W�U�L�S���W�L�F�N�H�W�����������]�Ž�����G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���6�X�Q�G�D�\��
10 a.m., back at 7 p.m., from June to mid-September). Rested 
and tanned, watch films under the stars - either at Kinomost 
(no. 100) or in the club LaPlaya, next to the beach by the zoo, 
open June-August (no. 103).
Unmissable: 4 a.m. breakfast at Szpilka (no. 87).

SUMMER

Life seems to speed up in March when days get longer and 
temperature exceeds 10 degrees. This does not apply just to 
plants and animals but also to cultural and social life. May is 
perhaps the best time to visit Warsaw – to see the city at its 
warmest, greenest, most exciting. Note – although Warsaw is 
the least religious city in Poland, avoid visiting around Easter 
– shops, restaurants, museums, practically everything is shut 
down for at least 3 days. 
�8�Q�P�L�V�V�D�E�O�H�����O�D�]�\���W�L�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�H�H�Q�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�\���3�R�Z�L�y�O�H���D�U�H�D��
(see no. 30, 33-37).

SPRING

The city fills back with people throughout September. 
Theatres start the new season towards the end of the month. 
On October 1st classes start at universities and the cultural 
season kicks off for good. 
Unmissable: Warsaw Film Festival – a showcase for indie 
movies from all over the world (October, www.wff.pl);
�Y�L�V�L�W���D�W���W�K�H���R�O�G���3�R�Z�”�]�N�L���F�H�P�H�W�H�U�\���R�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����V�W�����Q�R����������

AUTUMN

People prefer to stay sealed in department stores and 
shopping centres. The Christmas shopping frenzy lasts for 
about 6 weeks, ends with the last items of winter clothing two 
weeks into the new year. 
Unmissable: ice skating at the foot of the Palace of Culture 
and Science (no. 68).

WINTER

MONEY
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Most museums and galleries are 
closed on Monday, except for the 
Warsaw Rising Museum (no. 57)
–  closed Tuesday.

Free entrance on Thursday in the two 
major contemporary art galleries – 
�=�D�F�K�Å�W�D�����Q�R�������������D�Q�G���&�6�:�����Q�R���������������R�Q��
Saturday in the National Museum 
(no. 85) and on Sunday in the 
Warsaw Rising Museum (no. 57).

TOURIST OFFICES

Central Train Station (Warszawa 
Centralna), main hall, open daily: 
8-20 (May-September), 
8-18 (October-April)

Airport, Terminal 1, open daily: 
9-17 (May-September), 
8-18 (October-April)

Airport, Terminal 2, open daily: 
8-20 (May-September), 
9-17 (October-April)

�X�O�����.�U�D�N�R�Z�V�N�L�H���3�U�]�H�G�P�L�H�y�F�L�H��������
(near the Old Town), open daily: 
9-20 (May-September), 
9-18 (October-April)

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Warsaw is not easy to travel on foot 
or on a bike. Bad pavements, cars 
parking everywhere, rude drivers, 
big roads that you can only pass 
underground, long distances: all this 
means that it does make sense to 
use public transport from time to 
time. 

One ticket system for trams, metro 
and buses.

�6�L�Q�J�O�H���U�L�G�H���W�L�F�N�H�W��� �����������]�Ž��
�������P�L�Q�����W�L�F�N�H�W��� �����]�Ž�����������P�L�Q����� �����������]�Ž����
�������P�L�Q����� �����������]�Ž����
24-hour, 3-day, 7-day tickets also 
available. 

Tickets may be bought at most 
newsagent's, and all post offices 
also in ticket machines at metro 
stations and several central 
locations.

We have only one metro line but 
we’re proud of it, as it is one of the 
cleanest and safest in Europe (5 p.m. 
- 12 a.m., extended til 3 a.m. on 
Friday and Saturday night).

Most of the night buses
(11p.m. to 5 a.m.) meet at the 
Central Train Station.

Useful bus lines:

#175 – bus linking the airport 
(Lotnisko im. Fryderyka Chopina), 
the Central Train Station (Warszawa 
Centralna), the city centre (centrum) 
and the Old Town (Stare Miasto)
#180 – links all major historical 
sites – from the old Catholic and 
Jewish cemeteries, former Jewish 
district in the north, through the Old 
Town, the Royal Route, down to the 
former royal palace in Wilanów
#100 – official tourist line winding 
around the centre, including Praga 
and the Old Town. 

You can catch a bus or a tram in any 
direction (incl. #175) from the busy 
junction Rondo Dmowskiego, where 
�0�D�U�V�]�D�Ž�N�R�Z�V�N�D���D�Q�G���$�O�H�M�H
Jerozolimskie – the main avenues
– cross. This is also where the 
biggest metro station, called 
Centrum, is located. 

HOSTELS

Garden Villa – ul. Dolna 42

Helvetia – ul. Kopernika 36/40, 
entrance from ul. Sewerynów

Jump Inn – ul. Prokuratorska 2

Kanonia – ul. Jezuicka 2

�2�N�L���'�R�N�L���t���S�O�����'�”�E�U�R�Z�V�N�L�H�J�R����

Tamka – ul. Tamka 30

�1�D�W�K�D�Q�V�
�V���9�L�O�O�D�������X�O�����3�L�Å�N�Q�D��������������

S�]�N�R�O�Q�H���6�F�K�U�R�Q�L�V�N�R���0�Ž�R�G�]�L�H�š�R�Z�H
nr 2 ul. Smolna 30
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Mazowsze" Green Mazovia
ul. Nowogrodzka 46/6




